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and the Sultan alike referred to me, and I could not say "give way."      -----
Knowing my colleague's jealousy and irritability I kept clear of him, ^ET. 67 hoping that his passion would work itself out, and that he never would be mad enough to carry his threats into execution. In this respect I was out in my calculation. So, when things were rapidly surging to the worst, I went to him, talked over the whole subject, humoured him, laughed with him, reasoned with him, throwing in a home truth every now and then, and finally left him just as wise as when I sought him. He admitted all my statements and arguments, pretended to no right, disputed no reasoning, but stuck to his point. The sky might fall in, but he would have his way. Reshid had broken his promise to him, he could not brook deconsideration. Reshid asserts that he broke no promise ; that from first to last he stood out on the principle^ but tried to conciliate by soft language and partial concession, concealed from me till jerked out by force of collision. The fact is that by his habitual managements and reticences Reshid opened a door for mistake, which was increased by the trickery of the French go-between, and B. d'H., not being as much used to such pranks as I am, saw deception and falsehood where in truth there was nothing more than the usual proportion of manoeuvring. It must be added that our colleague is thought to be vexed and demoralise by the disappointment of finding that he is to have no command in the army, and that, on the contrary, St. Arnaud, who was formerly under him in Africa, is to be commandcr-in-chief. He is, moreover, suspected of intriguing to upset Reshid in favour of Mohammed Ali, and also to supersede my influence here. These charges may be exaggerated, but no doubt they have strong foundations in truth. But my story is getting very long and must now be cut short. Seeing the state of things, the mischief resulting from so much folly, the general tendency of opinions, blaming the madman but wishing the consequences of the madness to be avoided, I set about finding a remedy in good earnest. After twenty-four hours of rupture, and a delay of the time fixed for departure, yielded with difficulty to the importunities of Riza Pasha, whom I encouraged to go to the Frenchman, an arrangement has been made out and mutually accepted. The principle is saved, no right is admitted, but under a decorous and complimentary covering the Catholics with few exceptions will remain in Turkey until some new event takes place. The intrigue against Reshid has not succeeded, and it will soon be known that the French Embassy has been saved from a great scandal by that very influence which it sought to supplant. This was my point of difficulty. Determined to save the principle, but anxious to avoid the scandal at almost every sacrifice but that,